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Dystopian Utopia

Jordan McCrae
Instrumentation

1 Flute

1 Oboe

1 Clarinet in Bb
1 Bassoon

4149/1

About

This piece is inspired by the paradox of good and evil; love and hate; happiness and anger.
Everyday we are surrounded in different scenarios where our viewpoints lie on a spectrum.

Whether you choose to take a pessimistic or optimisic approach to these scenarios depends
on the character of the individual.

‘Dystopian Utopia’ delves into the nuances of these two perspectives.

For the optimist, it takes this viewpoint and exposes cracks through the positive lens, creating
an array of sound that although calming and soft on the outside, still remains broken and
detached on the inside.

For the pessimist, it brings light to the darkness of negativity, presenting the listener with an
eye opening experience of new, favourable sounds - producing favourable thoughts.
Enter this piece with an open mind, and if you do so, your expectations will be succeeded.

Your perspectives will merge, allowing you to see both the light and the dark;
the ‘dystopia’ and ‘utopia’ that life itself is made of.

How you choose to perceive it is your choice.

TRANSPOSED SCORE

© 2022 by Jordan McCrae

Reproduction, performance, or distribution of this score in any form, electronic, mechanical, recording or
otherwise, requires prior permission from the composer.
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For Woodwind Quartet
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A Green Epiphany

A musical interpretation of the painting
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Jordan McCrae

Hystairical

Influenced from Conlon Nancarrow's Study No.22,
an acceleration canon where one voice speeds up at 1% per note,
the next voice at 1.5% and so on (a near-palindrome).

However, this piece uses only one motif (ie: the stairs), and explores the possibilities of
how the stairs unfold to the average person walking up them...



Allegro J =140

Hystairical

Composed by Jordan McCrae
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Welcome to the elevator (you needed a rest from all those stairs!)
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Jordan McCrae

Fin Sahvot Gein

(Extract from the poem Kiir do Keizaal)

This piece depicts the power and unity of the Nordic culture,
adapted from the poem Kiir do Keizaal by 'Keenar'.

The text is in Dragon, a language from the videogame '"The Elder Scrolls V: Skyrim’,
that was spoken by both dragons and ancient Nords,
who learnt to harness its power against their dragon masters.

However, the language perished over time and was lost to the constructs of English,
where it is now spoken only by a rare few, including the remaining dragons and
Greybeards who follow the Way of the Voice.



Fin Sahvot Gein

(Extract from the poem Kiir do Keizaal)

Original text by 'Keenar' Music by Jordan McCrae
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Original Piece Composed on Logic Pro X
(‘Lost Cause’)

o Lost Cause (Better) - Tracks
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Original Piece Composed on ‘SuperCollider’, ‘Processing’ and ‘PureData’
(‘Deep Sea Sonic Diving’)

loadbang

listen 57121

netreceive -u -b

route vl v2 v3 v4 v5

receiving /v1, /v2, /v3, /v4 and /Vv5

Volume differences would help recreate
realistic harmonics, but also creates very
strange sounds. Changing all volumes together
also changes fundamental and overtones pitch??

ies | Pr

HarmonicSeries

H

//0SC messages being sent to PureData for each ellipse
void send() {

if (mouseX < 150) { //only sends message if mouseY is within ellipse 1's ‘'area’
OscMessage msg = new OscMessage("/v1"); //sending a message through /vl to PureData
msg.add (map(mouseY,height,®,220,230)); //ellipse 1 sound ('A' fundamental)
oscP5.send(msg, send);

else if ((mouseX > 150) && (mouseX < 250)) { //only sends message if mouseY is within ellipse 2
OscMessage msg2 = new OscMessage("/v2"); //sending a message through /v2 to PureData
msg2.add(map(mouseY, height,®,440,450)); //ellipse 2 sound ('A' 2nd partial/overtone)
oscP5.send(msg2, send);

else if ((mouseX > 250) & (mouseX < 350)) { //only sends message if mouseY is within ellipse 3
OscMessage msg3 = new OscMessage("/v3"); //sending a message through /v3 to PureData
msg3.add(map(mouseY, height,®,660,670)); //ellipse 3 sound ('A' 3rd partial/overtone)
oscP5.send(msg3, send);

else if ((mouseX > 350) & (mouseX < 450)) {
0 Me P 0 Me A 2

//only sends mess.
ending o _me age

age if mouseY is within ellipse 4
brough /4




